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HBDA 2012 Photo Montage 

Photo montage of February 2012 HBDA performances at Santa Monica Bay Women’s Club.  
Almost all the costumes you see were destroyed in the November 2020 fire. 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Chester Whitmore, World renown Tap Dancer and Vernacular Jazz Dance Historian 
 

The Early Years 
ZULU 

Year:  2012 
Music:  Erica Zuniga and Dale Aranda on drums. 
Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Adunni McPherson, Ron Parker,  

    Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez 
Choreography:  Nzingha Camara, Ron Parker, Beatriz Vasquez 

 
SPIRITUALS 

Year:  2015 
Music:  Wade in the Water sang live by Harry Bowens 
Dancer:  Beatriz Vasquez 
Choreography:  Beatriz Vasquez 
 

BLUES 
Year:  2012 
Music:  Stop the Sun, Stop the Moon - Mabel Scott 
Dancers:  Ron Parker and Erica Zuniga 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
 

Turn of the Century to 1920s 
CAKEWALK 

Year:  2012 
Music:  Maple Leaf Rag - Sidney Bechet 
Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Ron Parker,  

    Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez, Erica Zuniga 
Choreography: Chester Whitmore 
 

BLACK BOTTOM 
Year:  2012 
Music:  Black Bottom – Sidney Bechet 
Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Adunni McPherson, Ron Parker,  

    Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez 
Choreography:  Chester Whitmore 



The 1930s-40s 
 

BIG APPLE 
Year:  2011 
Music:  Harlem Air Shaft - Duke Ellington 
Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Jasmine Carroll, Chester Whitmore, Chester Whitmore Jr 
Choreography: Frankie Manning 
 

LE HOT JAZZ 
Year: 2012 
Music:  Le Hot Jazz – Jimmy Lunceford 
Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Adunni McPherson, Ron Parker,  

    Reginald Thornton, Erica Zuniga 
Choreography:  Chester Whitmore 
 

TAP 
Year:  2015 
Music:  Pussy Willow - Duke Ellington 
Dancers:  Chester Whitmore, Deborah Perez and the By Your Side Dance Studio 

     Tap Team 
Choreography:  Chester Whitmore 
 

The Later Years 
STARDUST 

Year: 2015 
Music:  Stardust – Nat King Cole 
Dancers:  Reginald Thornton and Beatriz Vasquez 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
 

FAD DANCES OF THE 1960S 
Year:  2012 
Music:  Dancing in the Streets – Martha and the Vandellas / Going to a Go-Go –  

 Smokey Robinson and the Miracles / Function at the Junction – Shorty 
 Long 

Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Rosalind Cook, Salvador Corona, Rosa Harris, Ron Parker,  
     Linda Sims, Paul Thornhill, Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez, Erica  
     Zuniga 

Choreography: Chester Whitmore, Reginald Thornton 
 

URBAN CHA CHA 
Year:  2012 
Music:  I’m So Glad You’re Mine – Al Green 
Dancers:  Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Ron Parker,  



    Beatriz Vasquez, Chester Whitmore, Erica Zuniga 
Choreography: Chester Whitmore 
 

MAMBO 
Year:  2015 
Music:  Mambo Diablo - Tito Puente 
Dancer: Reginald Thornton 
Choreography: Reginald Thornton 
 

URBAN CONTEMPORARY BALLROOM 
Year:  2012 
Music: Let Me Love You – Mario 
Dancers: Ta Ronce Allen and Michael Tyus 
Choreography: Michael Tyus 
 

KIZOMBA 
Year:  2015 
Music:  Kizomba Dude - DJ Sponky 
Dancers: Ron Parker & Kiana Stringfield, Reginald Thornton & Rosalind Cook,  

   Brian Yip & Beatriz Vasquez 
 
 

End Remarks 
 
Panelist Q & A 

 
Panelists should turn on video but leave mics muted until called upon. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Donors and Sponsors 
 

Over the years, a lot of people have supported The History of Black Dance in America not only 
by purchasing tickets to performances, but also by direct donations of both time and money.  
The list is way too numerous to list.  However, based upon past programs, here are some of the 
names that stand out: 

 
Susan and Mark Fien, Donors 
 
Natalie Linthorst, Donor 
 
Doug Hammond, Donor 
 
Deborah Fields Perez, By Your Side Dance Studio, Sponsor 
 
Judy Pritchett, Frankie Manning Foundation, Donor 
 
USA Dance - Los Angeles Chapter, Sponsor 
 
2015 Kickstarter Donors | 2016 Hatch Fund Donors 
 
 

In Memorial 
 

There are several people who helped us over the years who are no longer with us.  We do 
cherish the memories of their time with us. 

 
Lance Benishek, Choreographer, Dance Historian (historical accuracy) 
 
Marcia Gleason, Wardrobe (and spiritual motivator) 
 
Gayle Goodrich, Photographer (took photos for most of our shows) 
 
MaDonna Grimes, Hip Hop and Fitness Legend (honored at our 2016 show) 
 
Paul and Arlene Kennedy, Universal Dance Designs (rehearsals at their studio) 
 
Lynn Posner, Dancer (and beloved dance partner) 
 



People Who Just Helped Out 
 

There are many, many people who just helped us out along the way.  Some on staff, some on 
their own time because they believed in what we were doing.  Again, too many names to list 
exhaustively, but here are many of the ones you will find in our past programs: 
 
 

• Gwen Allen 

• Fumi Bankole 

• Daniel Berney 

• Angela Billingsley 

• Paulette Brockington 

• James Burns 

• Laura Cannelias 

• Deja Colon 

• Charles Douglas 

• Lauren Duda 

• Karen Ellis 

• Rusty Frank 

• Gi Gi Gamble 

• Joan Gelin 

• Doug Hammond 

• Jane Hammond 

• Rosa Harris 

• James L. Hubbert 

• Alfredo Iraheta 

• Lori Landau 

• Macintosh County Shouters  

• Michael McCarrell 

• Sherrie Norwood 

• Gaida Paulovska 

• Deborah Fields Perez 

• Judy Pritchett 

• Joan Robinson 

• Prince Ross 

• Korinna Sehringer 

• Leba Shana 

• Joe Solario 

• Livia Squires 

• Barbara Stewart 

• Brendell Stewart 

• Josef Vinson 

• Xia Wang 
 
 
 


